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FALLS ARE THE LEADING CAUSE OF DEATH IN CONSTRUCTION.  

In 2010, there were 264 fall fatalities (255 falls to lower level) out of 774 total  

fatalities nationally in construction. Falls can be prevented and lives can be saved  

through three simple steps: plan, provide, and train.  OSHA's  webpage  has  

information to help raise awareness among workers and employers about the  

hazards of falls from ladders, scaffolds and roofs at http://www.osha.gov/stopfalls/index.html#plan.  The educational 

resources on this website give workers and employers information about falls and how to prevent them. There are also 

training tools for employers to use and posters to display at worksites. Many of the new resources target vulnerable workers 

with limited English proficiency.  

 

OSHA will continue to add information and tools to this page throughout the year. 

OSHA has partnered with the National Institute for Occupational Safety and Health and National Occupational Research 

Agenda (NORA) - Construction Sector on this nationwide outreach campaign to raise awareness among workers and 

employers about common fall hazards in construction, and how falls from ladders, scaffolds and roofs can be prevented and 

lives can be saved. Here's how: 

PLAN ahead to get the job done safely 

When working from heights, such as ladders, scaffolds, and roofs, employers must plan projects to ensure that the job is 

done safely. Begin by deciding how the job will be done, what tasks will be involved, and what safety equipment may be 

needed to complete each task. 

When estimating the cost of a job, employers should include safety equipment, and plan to have all the necessary equipment 

and tools available at the construction site. For example, in a roofing job, think about all of the different fall hazards, such as 

holes or skylights and leading edges, then plan and select fall protection suitable to that work, such as personal fall arrest 

systems. 

PROVIDE the right equipment 

Workers who are six feet or more above lower levels are at risk for serious injury or death if they should fall. To protect 

these workers, employers must provide fall protection and the right equipment for the job, including the right kinds of 

ladders, scaffolds, and safety gear. 

Different ladders and scaffolds are appropriate for different jobs. Always provide workers with the kind they need to get the 

job done safely. For roof work, there are many ways to prevent falls. If workers use personal fall arrest systems, provide a 

harness for each worker who needs to tie off to the anchor. Make sure the personal fits, and regularly inspect all fall 

protection equipment to ensure it's still in good condition and safe to use. 

TRAIN everyone to use the equipment safely 

Falls can be prevented when workers understand proper set-up and safe use of equipment, so they need training on the 

specific equipment they will use to complete the job. Employers must train workers in hazard recognition and in the care 

and safe use ladders, scaffolds, fall protection systems, and other equipment they'll be using on the job. 

http://www.osha.gov/stopfalls/planprovidetrain.html
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"Exposure to hazardous chemicals is one of the most serious threats facing American workers today," said U.S. 

Secretary of Labor Hilda Solis. "Revising OSHA's Hazard Communication standard will improve the quality 

and consistency of hazard information, making it safer for workers to do their jobs and easier for employers to 

stay competitive." 

 

The Hazard Communication Standard (HCS) is now aligned with the Globally Harmonized System of 

Classification and Labeling of Chemicals (GHS). This update to the Hazard Communication Standard (HCS) 

will provide a common and coherent approach to classifying chemicals and communicating hazard information 

on labels and safety data sheets. Once implemented, the revised standard will improve the quality and 

consistency of hazard information in the workplace, making it safer for workers by providing easily 

understandable information on appropriate handling and safe use of hazardous chemicals. This update will also 

help reduce trade barriers and result in productivity improvements for American businesses that regularly 

handle, store, and use hazardous chemicals while providing cost savings for American businesses that 

periodically update safety data sheets and labels for chemicals covered under the hazard communication 

standard. 

 

Hazard Communication Standard 
 

In order to ensure chemical safety in the workplace, information about the identities and hazards of the 

chemicals must be available and understandable to workers. OSHA's Hazard Communication Standard 

(HCS) requires the development and dissemination of such information: 

 Chemical manufacturers and importers are required to evaluate the hazards of the chemicals they produce 

or import, and prepare labels and safety data sheets to convey the hazard information to their downstream 

customers; 

 All employers with hazardous chemicals in their workplaces must have labels and safety data sheets for 

their exposed workers, and train them to handle the chemicals appropriately. 

 

Major changes to the Hazard Communication Standard 
 

 Hazard classification: Provides specific criteria for classification of health and physical hazards, as well as 

classification of mixtures. 

 Labels: Chemical manufacturers and importers will be required to provide a label that includes a 

harmonized signal word, pictogram, and hazard statement for each hazard class and category. Precautionary 

statements must also be provided. 

 Safety Data Sheets: Will now have a specified 16-section format. 

 Information and training: Employers are required to train workers by December 1, 2013 on the new 

labels elements and safety data sheets format to facilitate recognition and understanding. 

New Hazard Communication Information 

The standard that gave workers the right to know, now gives them the right to understand. 
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